TODMORDEN MOOR
RESTORATION TRUST

NEWSLETTER WINTER 2011

b |

BEST WISHES AND LOTS OF LUCK FOR 2011

In the last newsletter | started by saying “who knows what will happen next?” Well,
now we know — and it isn’t all good. There are still realistic chances that we can stop
the turbine invasion, and we explain what these are inside this Newsletter.

But, take a good look at the open skies above Flower Scar Hill and the sweep of
undisturbed moorland — This could be the last year we see it before the wind turbine
construction begins.

In spite of that gloomy statement however

IT°S NOT ALL OVER YET!




THE STORY SO FAR?

Yes, Coronation Power did reapply for five giant industrial-size wind turbines
and roads on Todmorden Moor. The plan was for much increased site
boundaries so the long construction vehicles could reach the turbine sites.
Because, at the 2009 Planning Appeal, the Inspector dismissed almost all
objections in order to meet the national need for wind power (!) Calderdale’s
Planning Committee felt they couldn’t risk going to Appeal again.

So - they approved it. | think those of you who were able to go to the planning
meeting will agree that they did so reluctantly, but that doesn’t change the fact
that they were “Mindful to Approve”, subject to planning conditions being
agreed.

TWO IMPORTANT ISSUES RAISED

Councillors Ian Cooper and OlwenJenni ngs spoke well on our beha
Chairwoman, Sar ah, put objectorsd arguments to
and with conviction.

We did succeed in rattling the committee considerably on two main dangers; the

mass of old coal workings directly under three of the turbine positions (see

below), and, most emphatically, the risk to private water supplies that come off

the Todmorden Moor catchment.

Coronation Power must now draw up, and agree with the Council, a
Private Water Protection Plan b efore any work can start on site. We
have asked if residents can be involved or at least consulted on the
negotiation. The legalities of this Plan are very uncertain, and we are

taking legal advice.

How do you prevent Coronation Power denying responsibil ity if a water
supply fails? Does the Council have to prove that the wind farm
construction is the cause of failure or contamination? How can this be
done? Or, if there is a crisis, is it left to the residents themselves to
prove in court who is responsib le? This is a very distressing situation,
and potentially vastly expensive
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SO, WHAT NEXT?

The Council has put in place 31 Planning Conditions for this approval, several of which must
be met before work can start. However, there is a good chance that this Council decision
may go to Judicial Review. Legal swords are being sharpened, so watch this space.

AND NOW
THE FIGHT FOR THE COMMON LAND

Now Coronation Power has to get permission to build on the common land. All
of Tod Moor and Lower Moor is registered common so they have to Dereqgister
those areas they require to construct the turbines, roads, junctions,
substation, anemometer, and site compound. They also have to offer land in
exchange. The land offered is at the top of Green’s Clough, and is, in our view,
not adequate at all.

Many people have responded, using information supplied by TMRT and we will
hear soon if there is to be a Common Land Inquiry.

Information on the Common Land application is still at “Customer First”, and
of course you can contact us at the phone no./address/email on the back page
of this Newsletter.



OFFROADING ON THE MOOR

TMRT continues to work with the Neighbourhood Policing officers to get rid of these
destructive people who have no thought for the land they wreck, or for other people who
want to enjoy the unspoiled, quiet open moorland. The Natural England funded No
Offroading signs have now at last been erected. Meanwhile offroaders are still being chased
by the police, when they have the resources. Make sure you report any offroading you
see.

OUR GEOLOGY DESIGNATION, AND
PENNINE PROSPECTS/HLF FUNDING:

I n the | ast Newsl etter we asked you to Awatch ¢
the moor in 201006. As it turned out it hims been
the better weather. There have been several visits for field work, and Alison

from the West Yorkshire Geology Trust tells us they found a beautiful and

interesting fish fossil up there a little while ago. It seems Tod Moor is still

revealing secrets.

As far as the funding is concerned - our work on the moor is scheduled to start this year, so
the wind power invasion really is a problem. We have work we can do at Guide Quarry at
the Sourhall end, a bridleway improvement to provide access to an area of geological
interest near Clough Head Quarry - and we are planning to record ex-miners’ stories of
working the coal in the Todmorden area.

But it will be difficult, perhaps impossible to work on site , if we have to give up the moor to
the wind power company
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TODMORDEN MOOR RESTORATION TRUST
Some of the members from Todmorden and Bacup

You would be very welcome to join us. We are all volunteers so we have hardly any running
expenses. Your subscription goes towards our projects.
If you would like to know more about us do visit our website www.todmordenmoor.org.uk

Todmorden Moor Restoration Trust Membership Application

| would like to become a member of TMRT in 2011. | understand that the subscription is £14
annually/£ 8 for concessions.
I enclose a cheque with this form.

S GNEDD . .,
Please return this form to:

Robin Pennie, TMRT, The Master’'s House, Ewood Lane, Todmorden, OL14 7DD. You can
email us on r.pennie@tiscali.co.uk
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